Hang Lung Young Architects Program
(恒隆．築跡 ── 年輕建築師計劃)
The Hang Lung Young Architects Program (HLYAP) is an education initiative run by Hang Lung Properties
in 2017, together with Walk in Hong Kong, an organisation focused on aspects of local culture, to give young
people the chance to learn more about Hong Kong’s architectural DNA and to understand the city’s diverse
cultural identity.
The second edition of the HLYAP officially began on September 28, 2019 and the theme this time is “Sketch
Your Sky”, with the aim of encouraging secondary students to explore and discover Hong Kong’s built history
and the relationship between architecture and communities, delved deep into the culture and history of Hong
Kong’s architectural gems, and honed their own architectural knowledge and skills.

The program attracted nearly 700 students from 80 secondary schools to participate, and provided over 20,000
training hours to student participants.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Cherry Luk, Sabrina Tang, Suzanne Lam, Natalie Ng and Megan Tse from F.4 was one of the winning teams
of the Hang Lung Young Architects Program. The team's topic is "Community, Culture, Conservation - a
Study in Kowloon City”. Well done! Your hard work and determination have paid off. Congrats to our young
but great architects!

See their proposal on the next page!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Plan C: Community, Culture, Conservation
- A Study in Kowloon City -

An Overview of the District:
Introduction to the Kowloon City District
Kowloon City is located in the eastern half of the Kowloon peninsula, with an area of approximately 1,000
hectares, home to the famous Kowloon Walled City, Sung Wong Toi and the former Kai Tak Airport. It is mainly
a residential area, but also has a fair amount of industrial and commercial facilities. [1]
It is a district with a rich historical background and has been modernized over the years with the revitalization
of former facilities and the addition of quaint, independent stores. It is famous for its public parks e.g. the
Kowloon Walled City Park that marks the development of local culture in Kowloon City. Thus, it serves as a
district that promotes both traditional heritage and modern development.

District Population

Education and Recreation

Currently, Kowloon City has a diverse population of
around 400,000 people. They are mostly from the age
group of 25-65, with 16% of the population being age 65
or over, and 22.6% being age 24 or under. [2] There is also
a significant amount of foreigners and ethnic minorities

Kowloon City has the highest
concentration of schools in the
territory, with over 200 schools and
institutions, as well as two main
universities (OUHK and HKBU). There

living in Kowloon City, especially Thai-speaking ethnic
Chinese, so it is also known as "Hong Kong's Little
Thailand". [3] Kowloon City also contains a sizable
population from the Chiushan area of Guangdong.
Province.

are also many recreational facilities
such as theatres, swimming pools,
libraries and sports centres to cater
the needs of local residents. [1]

Major Issues

There are many social problems that require urgent
attention, with deteriorating building conditions being
the most severe and prevalent. Housing is one of the
primary sources of public grievances and anger as the
community consists of many old Tong Lau buildings which
were constructed in the 1960s. Kowloon City has some of
the worst living conditions in Hong Kong, with most
families living in subdivided flats. Unfortunately, the
situation has not improved and majority of buildings are
either varied or poor and aged fifty years or older, facing
serious environmental hygiene and pollution problems

 A sketch of Kowloon
Walled City

- Site Analysis An Overview of the Site:
We chose an area of 20,000 m square situated in the center
of Kowloon City. The site is in between Prince Edward Road
West and Argyle Street, and next to Lomond Road. The site
is easily accessible, with it being near not only one, but two
main roads. Also, there are multiple bus stations situated
around its borders. The soon-to-be-opened Sung Wong Toi
MTR Station (Exit B) is also located nearby. [4] Its
surroundings are mostly residential buildings. Hospitals,
churches, schools and shops are in a walking distance. A
playground is also in reach just across the street.

Challenges & Opportunities:
Kowloon City is a diverse and well-developed area with an abundance of facilities. Hence, it
was challenging to come up with an architecture that serves a unique purpose. Due to the
Coronavirus pandemic, we were unable to do site analysis and conduct interviews with locals
in person. This makes it difficult for us to understand the actual needs of Kowloon City
residents and experience the local characteristics and culture. We can only use our limited
experience as students in Kowloon City to determine the factors. We
decided to use the concept of combining nature and culture as the
common theme in our buildings. However, the fact that Kowloon City
is a relatively old district makes our modern designs hard to fit in
with the surroundings. The only main merit of this site is its traffic
network, being easily accessible anytime anywhere.

- Design Process Objectives of the Design









To build a learning space for the public to learn about STEAM
To explore the culture and history of Kowloon City
To blend in nature elements and ecological system in the concrete-filled city
To investigate ways of building a community with sustainable development
Foster intergenerational communication and learning
Stimulate collaboration between residents of different cultural backgrounds and create long-lasting
relationships or strengthen bonds between members
Develop a sense of belonging to the community by shared backgrounds or interests and pass on
experience and skills to the newer generation.

Design Process:

Division of Labour:

1. Discuss the how to include the main
objectives into our design
2. Design facilities/buildings and assign their
corresponding usage
3. Choose materials to create a constant theme
4. Arrange facilities/buildings across the land
5. Design the remaining public space and involve
elements of sustainable development



design one building in Sketchup


[1] Kowloon City District Council – District Highlights
http://www.districtcouncils.gov.hk/kc/english/info/
highlight_01.html
[2] Kowloon City District – Wikipedia (Go to the
Chinese Version)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kowloon_City_District

One member is responsible for designing
the public space



After the model is done, all members
work together to finish the written report



A script is then written for the video
presentation



Bibliography/References:

Four members are each assigned to

Each member records their own part for
the video presentation



The video presentation is edited by two
members



Design graphics is added into the
addendum by three members



Last adjustments are made after
discussion

[3] South China Morning Post – In Hong Kong’s ‘Little Thailand’…
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/society/article/3003042/hong-kongs-little-thailandkowloon-city-redevelopment-brings
[4] Sung Wong Toi Station - Wikipedia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sung_Wong_Toi_station
[5] Siheyuan – Wikipedia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siheyuan

- Our Design An Overview of the Design & Public Space:









To connect the community with the environment
To provide residents a place to communicate
Combining environmentally friendly ways (e.g. solar panels) to provide
buildings nearby energy
Use of insulating glass in architecture to reduce energy consumption
Green areas provide people a place to rest and interact with the natural
environment
Canopies shelter walkways from strong sunlight and rain

Chinese

 A sketch of the canopy

Solar panels provide electricity for
nearby buildings as well as the

KLC Dorm

Opera
Centre

lampposts across the site.
The water fountain acts as a
decoration to make the place livelier
through its gushing waters.
Community Centre

STEAM Centre

The playground
provides an
area for
children as well
as residents
from the KLC
Dorm to play
and relax.

The benches
provide an area
for picnics as
well as seats for people (especially
the elderly) to rest. The running
track allows people to work out.
Residents of the KLC Dorm have
convenient access, which proves to
be a good place for late night jogs.

Public toilets are
provided for basic
necessities. Wooden
elements are incorporated to
fit in with the surroundings.
The carpark with multiple
underground floors gives people
another option of transport.

- STEAM Centre -

The main aim of the STEAM Centre is to provide the public with education that they may not be able to
receive even at schools. The traditional learning in many schools do not cover steam education, but it is
crucial since our society is developing to a technology based society. The wave of future economic
prosperity lies in a workforce that is well-versed in rising job markets like science, technology,
engineering, art and math. Classes taught by professionals will be held in the STEAM Centre, allowing
the public to experience a new learning style.
We hope that individuals, especially adults and
elderlies of our communities who are out of the
school system, can keep keen on learning new
knowledge by providing them tailor made classes for
each age group. Unlike the science park, the STEAM
Centre focuses on educating the public on steam,
and allowing students to jump out of their traditional
classrooms by learning in a whole different way. We
use interactive learning styles to encourage people
to learn, and hope that being creative in the finding
of the solutions is at the heart of this approach.
For the design of this building*, a modern
contemporary concept is used, and glass is heavily
used on the outer walls to allow natural light inside
the building. An open space is built as a balcony on
the second floor for people to rest and relax. We
hope to strike a balance between technological
development as well as ecological sustainability.

 A sketch of the STEAM Centre (interior)

 Cross Section of STEAM Centre

*The design is inspired by the Newlands Community Centre in Wellington, New Zealand

- Community Centre -

 (Back) Greenery Area

 (Front) Entrance
The main aim of the community centre is to act as a facility that allows members of the community
to gather and bond. It is designed for multiple purposes, such as organizing recreational activities
and acts as a spot that welcomes new members to the district. By getting to interact with residents
in the same district, people can learn how to build relationships between members of different
cultural and social backgrounds. This community centre has activities that are tailored to the needs
of all age groups. For youths, they have the opportunity to learn career skills through various
extracurricular classes as the stress-free environment greatly benefits their personal development.
Community centres are also beneficial for members of the workforce to continue enriching
themselves by learning outside of their school.

As for the exterior design, we
went with the concept of a
greenhouse for the design of the
main entrance and its
corresponding floors. The
transparent material allows the
space inside to be well lit with
sunlight when activities are
organized. We have also added
elements of greenery and solar
panels to promote the idea of
self-sustainability and minimize
the need for electricity.

 A sketch of the greenery area

 Original Concept Sketch

- KLC Dorm -

 Northeast angle

 Northwest angle
The main aim of the KLC Dorm is to provide a “home” like place for people from all walks of life in
Kowloon City. It provides a place for people to live for free, especially teenagers who run away from
home due to various reasons, and elderly who live alone. People from different age groups and
nationalities can get to know each other in the dorm and provide support, help, comfort and learn
from one another. For example, experienced elderly can help teenagers to tackle emotional
problems. In this way, social inclusion can be promoted and the society can become more
harmonious.

The building contains 3 blocks
in total, which is designed as
the shape of “K”, “L” and “C”
because we want citizens to
feel themselves as a member
of Kowloon City. We created a
rooftop garden so citizens can
have a natural environment
to relax and chat with one
another. Besides the public
area on the rooftop, there are
also other public facilities
available such as the
swimming pool, computer
room, the gym etc.

 KLC Dorm (Top View)
 Room System Floorplan

 Cross Section of the Dorm

- Chinese Opera Centre -

The Chinese Opera Centre aims to promote Chinese performing arts towards the younger generation, at
the same time provide a place of entertainment for the elderly. There is a significant decline in Chinese
culture due to the introduction of Western ideas. The centre gives youngsters an opportunity to learn
about Chinese Opera and continue the legacy of this local culture. Through this experience, kids and
teenagers can gain a mutual understanding with the older generation over this art form and create
closer bonds. People can also develop a sense of identity as they learn more about their own local
culture while also developing new skills and hobbies.
The design is loosely inspired by traditional
Chinese architecture, a condensed version of a
Siheyuan* [5]. The building retains the traditional
features of pillars and slanted rooftops made with
glazed tiles. A courtyard, which is one of the
courtyard house’s defining features, is also set in
the middle of the complex. In order to let the
traditional-styled building to blend in with other
architecture in the area, we added a modern
twist. The brick walls are mostly white, as well as
the pillars, which are normally red. The tiles are
reddish-brown in colour rather than the usual
grey. There is also a heavy use of glass for modern
tastes as well as natural sunlight. The courtyard is
a greenery area rather than the usual concrete
ground so as to add a touch of life. The main
difference would be that the structure has a
basement as the performance area, a multipurpose hall complete with a stage and backstage.

 A sketch of the courtyard

 Cross section of the Centre

*Siheyuan (四合院), a historical type of residence commonly found in China. Also known as courtyard houses.

